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Due Diligence and the Future of Crypto



ABOUT ME

● I am considered to be a serial entrepreneur.

● I have been an angel investor for 10 years. Currently 

I’m investing solely in Cointelligence.

● I was an advisor and mentor to several startups before 

my involvement with crypto.



ABOUT ME

Why do I care so much? / Why do we do scam hunting?

● Blockchain and Crypto are all about transparency and 

trust.

● Blockchain and Crypto are supposed to change the 

world and not just perpetuate already existing 

corruption.

● Entrepreneurship

● Victims

● Regulators



ABOUT US

Cointelligence creates tools for individuals and organizations

to better engage with the crypto industry. This includes the

educational platform Cointelligence Academy, and unbiased

market surveillance tools such as the Exchange Rating

System. Cointelligence also caters to companies who have

specific blockchain or cryptocurrency research needs on

topics such as assets, service providers, and exchanges.



DUE DILIGENCE, DUE DILIGENCE, DUE DILIGENCE

Over the past 2 years or so, the community has 

lost trust in many projects due to the high 

amount of fraudulent activity and low standards 

of quality measurement. 



SCAM ALERT



SCAMS ARE NOT THE ONLY PROBLEM

SCAM ENABLERS ARE A HUGE PART OF THE PROBLEM

● Crypto/Blockchain Publishers

● Crypto/Blockchain Event Organizers

● Ratings Websites 

● Influencers and Celebs

● YouTube Reviewers

● Podcasters



SCAMS ARE NOT THE ONLY PROBLEM

SCAM ENABLERS ARE A HUGE PART OF THE PROBLEM



RATING DEFICIENCIES - XSEARCH ICO
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RATING DEFICIENCIES - XSEARCH ICO



XSEARCH RATING ON COINTELLIGENCE



INITIATIVE Q – PONZI SCHEME?



INITIATIVE Q – PONZI SCHEME?

A lot of people have excitedly asked for their invitation to Q, but 

others think that this is just another get-rich-quick scheme with 

no substance. Udi Wertheimer’s response:



INITIATIVE Q – PONZI SCHEME?



AWARD-WINNING JOURNALISTS ENABLING SCAMS
https://www.forbes.com/sites/lelalondon/2018/11/01/is-initiative-q-the-new-bitcoin/#b7e0bb0783fd
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CNBC ENABLING SCAMMERS



MR NICK AYTON - CHAINSTARTER ADVISORY

● Misuse and misappropriation of investor funds from the 21M ICO.

● Project is split into 2 different projects - Is it a fork?!

● Missing Funds that got “lost”

● Mr Nick Ayton was a director in a company that scammed people 

out of 13M Pounds!!!



CELEBS ENDORSING SCAMS

Dragon Mining and 8 other companies were involved in scamming thousands of 

dollars out of hundreds of people. When people realized one was a scam, another 

company would come to bail them out, when in actuality, it was just another scam. 

One company involved in this scheme was reportedly endorsed by Steven 

Seagal.



CORRUPT ICO/STO ADVISORS



CORRUPT ICO/STO ADVISORS



THIS PERSON DOES NOT EXIST

https://thispersondoesnotexist.com



WORLD’S REGULATORS SLOW AND INEPT



WORLD’S REGULATORS SLOW AND INEPT

● My partner, Hosam Mazawi, reported Envion to the SEC on the 15th of 

January 2018.

● The first story about problems with Envion went out on the 15th of May 2018.

FINMA shut down Envion on the 26th of July 2018.

● It took 5 months from when the SEC got the email - which was ignored - and 7 

months for the regulators in Switzerland (FINMA) to act.

A lot of money would have been saved if regulators responded promptly!



VICTIMS WHO LOST MONEY IN CRYPTO SCAMS 

SAY POLICE AREN’T DOING ENOUGH



I WAS DISINVITED FROM CC FORUM



ONECOIN: THE SCAM THAT REFUSES TO DIE



COINTELEGRAPH RUNS AD FOR KARATBARS 

PONZI SCHEME!



SCAMMY ABILITIES FOUND IN THE BITFINEX LEO 

ERC20 CONTRACT CODE



VENTURE CAPITAL HUB @ REUTERS 

ENABLING SCAMS



CRYPTO 

EXCHANGES



EXCHANGE RATINGS LIST



EXCHANGE RATING - NEGATIVE



EXCHANGE RATING - POSITIVE



RATING EXCHANGES

● We have rated 102 exchanges.

● Only 11 exchanges received a score of 7 or more.

● 16 exchanges received a score between 5 and 7.

● The remaining 75 exchanges are rated below 5, which simply 

shows the insanely low quality of exchanges in the market.

● No doubt Decentralized Exchanges are NEEDED!



RATING EXCHANGES

We have witnessed one major red flag while rating 

exchanges:

Most of the exchanges do not disclose their 

team members.

Not sure anyone would like to place their money in 

the hands of unprofessional or unknown team 

members.



SUSPICIOUS SUPPORT BEHAVIOR



THANK YOU!

www.cointelligence.com

on@cointelligence.com

linkedin.com/in/onyavin/

twitter.com/on_yavin

facebook.com/on.yavin

mailto:on@cointelligence.com
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